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Cambridge, 

1898, 

Oct. 22. 

About two weeks ago I learned through John Sheean that 

there were some turtle's eggs in the garden where they had 

peen set out by Gilbert about the end of June. Wn. Brewster 

had come upon the turtle, a big snapper, laying her eggs in 

Concord not far from the cabin, The datewas, I think, Jume 

20th last. The eggs were taken un and set out in the ground 

in another place near by and about the end of June Gilbert 

took up soie and took them to Cambridge in a strawberry-vox 

filled with dirt. He set them out in the box in the garden 

here in the north west cornernjust south of the asparagus bed. 

I visited the snot when I learned that the eggs were 

there and was shown the place. Some short sticks marked the 

boundaries within which was the box hidden under the soil, 

With a stick I carefully found the box and pried up one egg 

which I found was broken almost in two, the halves held to- 

gether by a slight connection which acted as a hinge. Open- 

ing the egg a little I saw within a small turtle well formed 

and completely filling the shell. A thin transparent membrane 

still covered the little creature. I immediately closed the 

egg and nut it back exactly as I found it covering it careful- 

ly with soil, The egg was less than an inch below the sur- 

face of the ground, I had John put a wire screen around the 

spot. This sereen was, when arranged, 13 inches high and 16 

inches in diameter, I%t was sunk into the ground all around 

6 
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| Cambridge, Mass. 

f) 1898, so that there should be no chance for the young turtles to 

| | Oct.22. crawl under. 

| (No.2). For the past two weeks I have visited the spot almost 

daily and till to-day found no change. Yesterday I was at the 

enclosure in the latter part of the afternoon, This morning 

I went there at 12.0'clock and found in about the centre of 

the little yard a small hole narrowly oblong in shape, the 

dimensions being at the top 1 inch by 1/2 inch. The hole was 

1 1A inehes deep and I could plainly see two halves of an 

egg at the bottom, They were senpabatead far enough to allow a 

young turtle to crawl out. 

| But where was the turtle? Wot in the enclosure, cer- \ 

tainly. The dirt around the edge of the yard was not ig the 

least disturbed and the only possidle way for departure was 

by crawling up the wire screen, The meshes was very fine and 

nresume the turtle must have done it. I had never dreamt 

of danger from that quarter, When I saw the little turtle in 

the egg I remember the fine white tiny claws of the creature 

gh that were moving slowly about. John has put a netting over 

the top of the enclosure ané. if any more eggs hatch, I dont 

know how many eggs there are, we shall secure the young ones 

this time surely. 

Brewster Museum, Cambridge, Mass., Oct.22, 1898, 

Walter Deane, 



Cambridge, Mass. 

1898, 

Oct .28. 

(No.3). 

The netting that we put over the turtles' eggs on the 

2end Oct. was the sieve from the ash-barrel inverted. This 

precluded any chance of eseane on the part of the young tur- 

tles, I have visited the place every day since then without 

seeing any change on the surface of the ground, John was the 

last to go there yesterday at about three o'clock in the af- 

ternoon, 

I made a call there this morning at 9.50 A.M. and was 

much pleased to find a young turtle out and resting on the 

ground against the side of the sieve and so much the color of 

the soil that at first I did not see it at all. The turtle 

was perfectly still with head and legs partly onshied. and 

tail curled around against the side of the shell. The shell 

measured 1 inch long by 1.1 inches wide. The tail was very 

long in proportion to the body, being 1.2 inches long. 

On searching for the hole whence the young turtle had e- 

merged I found that the old hole of Oct.22nd had been enlarged 

what was apparently the pieces of the old shell filling up 

one half while the other half was the exit for the turtle of 

to-day. This hole was 34 by 1/2 in, in extent on the surface 

and went down at an angle of about 45 degrees for the depth 

of 3 inches and at the bottom I could see the white surface of 

an egg shell. I am dountfull whethor this shell belongs to 

the turtle just hatched for when I gently poked the shell with 
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| Cambridge, Mass, 

j 1898, 

Oct.28. 

(No.4). 

Nov.3, 

a stick some liquid matter oozed up as if the egg one still 

full of something. 

T took the turtle into the Museum and put it for a time 

in the basin in my room with a little water, It soon showed 

signs of activity and began to move apout. 

John has made a pen in front of the Museum surrounded by 

wire netting. <A large saucer of a flower-pot is sunk into 

the ground and if filled with mead and water to simulate as 

nearly as possible the little ereature's native element. 

The shell of the turtle was still quite soft, 

Musewn, Cambridge, Mass, 

Walter Deane, 

John and I have visited the turtle bed every day since 

my last entry. Yesterday I was there in the afterioon put 

still there was no change. This afternoon John went to the 

spot and found that another young turtle was out. It came 

from the same hole that the others had come py. % was about 

1.30 P.M, About 11/2 inches of wnbilical cord was hanging 

underneath, I took this turtle right down to Mr.Samuel Garman 

and he was pleased to get it. He will raise it. He showed 

me one of this same species that he had raised, it was two 

years old and yet was only about three years inches long, 

The turtle that was hatched on Oct.28th we have kept in 



Cambridge, Mass. 

1898, 

Nov.3. 

(No.5). 

Nov.7. 

the little pen mentioned above. I+ has remained most of the 

time buried in the mud, This afternoon at avout 5.30 o'clock 

John found the little creature climbing up the fine meshes of 

wire netting. It was within two inches of the top and eleven 

inches from the ground, so that now I know for a certainty 

that this was the way that tha first turtle escaped, for at 

that timo there was no netting over the tap. I gave this 

turtle this afternoon to Miss Woodman who will rear it. The 

animal must be properly cared for and fed. 

The turtles' hole has been visitedevery day since the 

last entry. Yesterday John was there at 2 A.M., but nothing 

had hatehed, This morning I visited the spot at 9.350 o'clock 

and found another young turtle hatched, It was crouched 

against the side of the sieve, No umbilical cord was attach- 

ed to it. This turtle came out of the same old hole, there 

is economy in this but I do not quite see how cach tur l 

knows how to work its way to the hole, The hole now measures 

at the top 11/2 by 1 inch and it descends as far as I could 

ascertain 3 1A inches at an angle of about 45 degrees. I 

could feel the bottom with a stick but could not see it. On 

Nov.3 Miss Woodman pulled the piece of shell from the mouth 

of the hole. The turtle this morning was drawn in, tail 

curled against the shell, 



JSo/ 

Cambridge, Mass, 

1898. 

Nov.8,. 

(No.5). 

This morning I took the turtle of Nov.7th and put it into 

the pond between the Museum and the house. It sank slowly 

out of sight. We shall now see if it appears there in the 

spring. : 

Brw1Gr PR iUAbiiiak : 

Vie tte; Dias. 
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